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The purpose of the
Pasadena Art Alliance
is to foster appreciation for
contemporary visual arts
in Southern California
by supporting artists,
exhibitions, educational
programs and art-oriented
UVU�WYVÄ[�PUZ[P[\[PVUZ�



GENERAL MEETING

October 2

The venerable Gamble House, a 
National Historic Landmark as well as 
California Historic Landmark was the venue 
for the October General Meeting. Betty Duker 
WKDQNHG�7HG�%RVOH\��86&·V�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�*DPEOH�
House, who made the meeting possible at the site. 

Terry LeMoncheck, Executive Director of the 
Pasadena Arts Council, introduced us to the AxS 
Festival, a two-week citywide festival that explores the 
QH[XV�RI�DUWLVWLF�DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�LQTXLU\��7KH�$[6�)HVWLYDO�
2014 embraces the theme CURIOSITY, which derives 
from the spectacular Mars rover, put in place by NASA 
and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 

,W�ZDV�7HUU\·V�YLVLRQ�WR�HQJDJH�0DUN�$OOHQ��DQ�DUWLVW��
curator and the founder of Machine Project to “intervene” 
with the Gamble House during the festival. Mark Allen 
introduced us to The Machine Project Field Guide to the 
*DPEOH�+RXVH��D�FRPPLVVLRQ�RI�ÀIW\�VHYHQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�
artists to create new works exploring, celebrating and 
dramatizing the Arts and Crafts masterpiece. These 
interventions which transformed and revealed the 
history and visual ideas behind the historic structure 
included: A psychic reading of the Gamble House, 
a motion-activated bird choir, group naps, wood 
ÁRZHU�VFXOSWXUHV��DUFKLWHFWXUDO�ODZQ�IXUQLWXUH��
experimental tours, puppets, dance, videos 
and séances. 

Betty Duker and Elizabeth Greenberg
Program Co-Chairs

October  Gamble H
ouse

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

PAA has already had an exciting start to an 
HYHQW�ÀOOHG�\HDU���

0HPEHUV·�FDOHQGDUV�KDYH�EHHQ�IXOO�ZLWK�HQJDJLQJ�SURJUDPV�DQG�
excursions, grant visits and preparations for the Treasure Sale and 

60th Anniversary celebrations.
 

Linked to the Pasadena AxS Festival, our October and November programs, lived 
XS�WR�WKH�IHVWLYDO·V�0DUV�URYHU�WKHPH��SLTXLQJ�RXU�´&XULRVLW\µ��7KH�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�DW�D�

Pasadena icon, the Gamble House, transformed by Machine Projects through the weaving of 
contemporary art works into the original house. As Mark Allen of Machine Projects described, the 

interplay created a kind of treasure hunt - a game between the old and the new. In November, Art 
&HQWHU�&ROOHJH�RI�'HVLJQ·V�H[KLELWLRQ�´5($/63$&(µ�UHYHDOHG�

different kinds of treasures, found at the intersection of art and 
science.

$�WUHDVXUH�KXQW�LV�DQ�DSW�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�PXFK�WKDW�ZLOO�ÀOO�WKLV���WK�
anniversary year. Often what PAA does has a component that is 

wonderfully familiar but thankfully always seems capable of surprising 
with the unexpected or the unknown. Whether it is an Ed in LA excursion 

to Descanso that reintroduces us to an early Bill Viola video. Or a morning 
immersed in the complex cultural, familial and spiritual work of a newer artist to 
3$$��0DUN�*UHHQÀHOG��DW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�0XVHXP�

Our major fund-raiser, the inimitable Treasure Sale, feels just right for our 
DQQLYHUVDU\�\HDU��DV�LW�LV�VR�PXFK�D�SDUW�RI�RXU�KLVWRU\��:H�ZLOO�DJDLQ�ÀQG�
treasures hidden in basements, attics and cupboards, arrange them irresistibly 
DQG�GLVFRYHU�QHZ�IULHQGV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��:H·YH�DOUHDG\�ERQGHG�PLJKWLO\�
reorganizing (read lifting and moving) the loot we have gathered thus far and 
distilling it down to a minimum of expertly packed storage units. Trust me there 
will be much more bonding between now and “the Tiffany of garage sales” on 
April 16-19, 2015.

Our 60th anniversary year promises to be dazzling, kicking off in the new year 
ZLWK�D�PHPEHUV·�DUW�VKRZ��������5�$UW�RQ�)HEUXDU\��WK�DW�WKH�86&�3DFLÀF�$VLD�
Museum. PAA has many talented artists among its members, some we know 
well and some yet to be discovered. The event will also showcase some of 
WKH�RULJLQDO�ZRUNV�GRQDWHG�E\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�/$�DUWLVWV�WR�RXU�HDUO\�KHDUW�WKHPHG�DXFWLRQV�LQ�WKH���·V�²�ZKLFK�ZLOO�

explain to many, as it did me, why hearts seemed to crop up on PAA cards and posters. 
 

Grants committee members are immersed in the invaluable work at the core of our mission, the grants 
SURFHVV��KDYLQJ�FRPSOHWHG�����VLWH�YLVLWV��0HPEHUV�OHDUQ�ÀUVW�KDQG�IURP�SDVVLRQDWH�SRWHQWLDO�JUDQWHHV�
DERXW�WKH�XQLTXH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DUW�SURMHFWV�WKH\�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�WR�EULQJ�WR�WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�FRPPXQLW\��

These visits reinforce the importance of what we do and have done with consistency, verve and fun 
for so many years - foster the appreciation of contemporary art in Southern California by supporting 

DUWLVWV��H[KLELWLRQV��HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�DQG�DUW�RULHQWHG�QRQ�SURÀW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
 

Thank you to all of you who are making all of these things happen. I look forward to 
seeing many of you at the Christmas Party and wish everyone happy holidays and 

D�IDEXORXV��KHDOWK\��DUW�ÀOOHG�1HZ�<HDU�

      
       

        
     Patsy Pinney

Eudie Moore 1st Pasadena Art Alliance President
Photo Circa 1960



GENERAL MEETING

November 6

The Pasadena Art Alliance 
returned again to 

Art Center College of Design for the 
November meeting. 

Stephen Nowlin, director of the Williamson 
Gallery, extended a warm welcome and provided 

an overview of the current exhibit, REALSPACE, 
before members toured the gallery. REALSPACE is 

a partner project of AxS 2014: Pasadena Festival of 
Art and Science.

“REALSPACE is what science studies, the world 
emancipated from the embellishments of mythology, lore, 
and orthodoxies of belief”, said Nowlin. He continued, 
“Functioning as both art and artifact, the objects included 
in REALSPACE explore the aesthetic dimensions of 
astronomy, space exploration, zoology, physics, origins of 
life, history and the beauty of knowledge.”  

1RZOLQ·V�RZQ�FRPSHOOLQJ�ZRUN��3ODQHWV���	����������LV�D�
digital display of contrasting terrestrial and extraterrestrial 
photographs of desert landscape in Arizona and the 
rocky surface of Mars, surveyed by the Rover Curiosity. 
Other works and installations viewed in the exhibition 
ZHUH�SDLQWLQJV�IURP�-DPHV�*ULIÀWK·V�1DWXUDO�6HOHFWLRQ�
series, rendered using tar from the La Brea Tar Pits; 
5HEHFD�0pQGH]·V�ODUJH�VFDOH�YLGHR�SURMHFWLRQ�

CircumSolar, Migration 3, 2013, a contemplation of 
PLJUDWRU\�VHDELUGV��-HQQLIHU�6WHLQNDPS·V�GLJLWDO�
SURMHFWLRQ��(48-���������D�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
SDQVSHUPLD�WKHRU\�RI�OLIH·V�LQWURGXFWLRQ�
WR�SODQHW�HDUWK��'DQ�*RRG·V�DQG�'DYLG�
'HOJDGR·V�LQVWDOODWLRQ�5HIUDFWLRQ��������

exploring the optical science and 
aesthetics of light and space. 

Betsy Greenberg and 
Betty Duker, Program Co-Chairs
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December 4

With the skies clearing after the recent rainfall, PAA 
members gathered downtown at the Museum of Contemporary 

Art for the December General Meeting. In the museum auditorium, 
Betty Duker, Program Co-Chair, gave a wonderful introduction to Helen 

Molesworth, who would be our personal tour guide for Andy Warhol: 

Shadows, organized by the Dia Art Foundation and coordinated by MOCA 
Senior Curator Bennett Simpson. 

2QH�RI�WKH�VSHFLDO�KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ�ZDV�PHHWLQJ�+HOHQ�0ROHVZRUWK��02&$·V�
QHZ�FKLHI�FXUDWRU�DV�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�6HSWHPEHU��0ROHVZRUWK��D�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�VFKRODU��

curator, and writer, came to Los Angeles from the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston. 
She gave us a spirited, up-close and personal introduction to the Warhol exhibit, beginning 
with her preference to converse with us directly in the gallery. Molesworth likened Shadows to 
a “disco Rothko” at Studio 54, full of desire and melancholy. 

In 1978-79 Warhol produced Shadows��D�PRQXPHQWDO�SDLQWLQJ�LQ�����SDUWV��ÀOOLQJ��������
VTXDUH�IHHW�DW�WKH�PXVHXP��&RQFHLYHG�DV�RQH�ZRUN��:DUKRO·V�H[FHSWLRQDO�VHULHV�RI�YDULRXVO\�
silk-screened and hand painted canvases features two different compositions, ranging in hue 
from an electric green to a somber brown. Based on photographs of shadows taken in The 
)DFWRU\��WKH�DUWLVW·V�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�VWXGLR��WKH�Shadows paintings alternate between positive 
and negative imprints. With few exceptions, “the peak”, or black positive, always appears on a 
colored ground, while “the cap”, a smaller colored form, hovers before a black background.  

In Shadows, Warhol extended his long-standing interest in seriality and repetition beyond 
the cultural icons and commodity forms that often populate his art. He once referred 
WR�WKH�SDLQWLQJV�DV�´GLVFR�GpFRUµ��D�QRG�WR�WKH�ZRUNV·�PRRG\��HQYLURQPHQWDO��DQG�
SURSXOVLYH�TXDOLWLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�6WXGLR�����
02&$·V�H[KLELWLRQ�PDUNV�WKH�ÀUVW�:HVW�&RDVW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�Shadows. 

(MOCA Warhol Exhibit notes) 

After enjoying both Andy Warhol and Helen Molesworth, the PAA 
JURXS�WRRN�D�OHLVXUHO\�VWUROO�XS�WKH�VWUHHW�IRU�OXQFK�DW�.HQGDOO·V�

Brasserie at the Music Center.     
Betty Duker and Betsy Greenberg, Program Co-Chairs
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stimulating exhibit than Lookin’ 

Back in Front of Me: Selected 
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1974-2014. Widely known in the 

California art community for his tenures 

as Director of the Watts Towers Arts Center 

and of the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, 
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work of local visual artists for several decades. 

Over the same period he also established a 

reputation for his own artistic practice, both as a 
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A group of about 15 Art Alliance members were 

treated to a personal tour of the exhibit by the 

artist. We were all mesmerized as he guided us 

chronologically through his works, weaving in his 

personal life story. We were immersed in topics 

related to race, transcendental meditation, voodoo, 

gang life, and African American stereotypes. We also 

learned stories of his ancestors and experiences as a 

resident artist in Salvador, Brazil. His art has a vivacity 

that draws you in immediately and results in strong 

engagement with the viewers. The show will be on 

view until April 2015 at the California African American 

Museum.  

Kate Clavijo and  

Gretchen Seager

Ed in LA Co-Chairs

California African American M
useum

On a sunny late October morning, 

twenty PAA members enjoyed an Ed in 

L.A. visit to Descanso Gardens to view the 

installation of Signs of Life, an exhibition 

supported by a PAA grant. After a greeting 

at the entrance by David Brown, Executive 

Director, we were guided to the Sturt Haaga 

Gallery. 

 Descanso Gardens was invited to participate in the 

biannual arts festival AxS 2014/Curiosity - Curiosity 

was in reference to the JPL Mars Rover. “What could 

possibly unite a botanic garden like Descanso with 

the exploits of the rover?” asked David Brown. As the 

morning unfolded, the answer became apparent. We 

enjoyed the works of 10 contemporary artists whose 

subject, in one form or another, is water, before 

viewing the stunning digital panorama presentation 

created by Stephen Nowlin. We of course know 

him as the director of the Williamson Gallery at 

Art Center. We were lucky to have our old friend, 
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as our guide. We all left thinking about new 

connections between art, water, and nature. 

Kate Clavijo and 

Gretchen Seager

Ed in LA Co-Chairs
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In our 60th Anniversary Year of the 
Pasadena Art 

Alliance, we are highlighting our members who 
joined in the decade following the 1955 founding. 

Mary Gerke joined PAA in 1956, giving her 
a very special place in the recognition of our 

legacy members.  
The interview with Mary, who will be 90 in May, began with 

DQ�DVWRXQGLQJ�YLVXDO��,�VDW�GRZQ�QHDU�D�ODUJH�WDEOH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�
small, hand-painted, birdhouses, each dedicated to a famous 

artist and aptly titled, “Matisse meets Audubon”, “Jasper Johns 
PHHWV�$XGXERQµ��´+RFNQH\�PHHWV�$XGXERQµ��HWF��(DFK�ZDV�VSHFLDO�DQG�XQLTXH��GHFRUDWHG�

ZLWK�PLQLDWXUH�UHSURGXFWLRQV�RI�WKH�DUWLVW·V�IDPRXV�ZRUNV�²�PRUH�WKDQ����LQ�DOO��0DU\�HSODLQHG�
that she simply gets bored sometimes and paints for her own enjoyment, sometimes a chair, a 

stool, a door, a wall, and in the case of the birdhouses, it has become a bit of an obsession. 
 

Born in Detroit, Mary was raised in Denver before moving to South Pasadena in her teens. She 
attended Pasadena Junior College (PJC, as Pasadena City College was known at that time). After 

a year at PJC studying geology, Mary took a summer job as a “computer” at Consolidated Engineering in Pasadena, 
ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNHG�RQ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�PDVV�VSHFWURPHWHU��7KH�VXPPHU�MRE�HYROYHG�LQWR�D�IXOO�

time job for another year before Mary transferred to the University of Colorado.  

After graduation, Mary married Richard Gerke, from Sierra Madre and a fellow CU grad. They found their way back to the 
Pasadena area and started a family. Five children were born 1949-1958, three girls and two boys.

In the early days of the PAA, Mary worked alongside Eudie Moore, Liz Hanson and Lou Padelford at the Pasadena Art 
0XVHXP�RQ�/RV�5REOHV��SUHSDULQJ�H[KLELWV�DQG�GRLQJ�YDULRXV�MREV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�PXVHXP��2QH�RI�0DU\·V�VSHFLÀF�FRQWULEXWLRQV�

was producing the monthly museum calendar for several years. 

,Q�WKH�VL[WLHV��OLIH�HYHQWV�LQWHUYHQHG�DQG�0DU\�ZDV�RQ�KHU�RZQ��UDLVLQJ�ÀYH�FKLOGUHQ��(QUROOLQJ�DW�&ODUHPRQW�*UDGXDWH�6FKRRO��VKH�
REWDLQHG�D�&DOLIRUQLD�7HDFKLQJ�&UHGHQWLDO�DQG�D�0�$��LQ�(GXFDWLRQ��$QRWKHU�PDVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�KLVWRU\�IURP�&68/$�IROORZHG��0DU\�
taught physical science, chemistry and physics at Arroyo High School in El Monte for 25 years and continued to substitute through-
out the district for another 15 years following her retirement. She has served as Western Director of the U.S. Metric Association since 
1975, lobbying to establish the metric system as the standard unit of measurement in the U.S.

0DU\�KDV�KDG�D�OLIH�ORQJ�ORYH�RI�JHRORJ\��´%H�FDUHIXO�RI�WKH�URFNV�µ�VKH�FDXWLRQHG�GXULQJ�P\�YLVLW���WKHUH�ZHUH�URFNV�DQG�H[TXLVLWH�
mineral specimens throughout the house and garden. Another long-term interest of this self-proclaimed “space cadet” is astronomy 
DQG�VSDFH�H[SORUDWLRQ��*LYHQ�WKHVH�LQWHUHVWV��LW�LV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�VKH�KDV�FKRVHQ�/LWD�$OEXTXHUTXH·V�&RVPRV�VHULHV�IRU�D�SURPLQHQW�
place in her living room.  

&RPLQJ�IXOO�FLUFOH�EDFN�WR����1��/RV�5REOHV��0DU\�LV�D�GRFHQW�DW�WKH�86&�3DFLÀF�$VLD�0XVHXP��IRUPHU�KRPH�RI�WKH�3DVDGHQD�$UW�
Museum and birthplace of the Pasadena Art Alliance.  

Interview with Rita Flynn on 10/28/14
Edits by Marcy Fowler 
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MARY GERKE  

“MOUNT OLIVE GIRLS”

On a sunny Tuesday morning in early November, a group of PAA 
members gathered at the Mount Olive Storage facility in Duarte 
to do some heavy lifting, cleaning and organizational packing and 
repacking of items gathered over the past four years for Treasure 
6DOH������7KH�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�¶ZRUN�WHDPµ�ZHUH�6XVDQ�&UDZIRUG�

DQG�$OIULGD�.LQJ��&R�&KDLUV�RI�WKH�7UHDVXUH�6DOH�%HQHÀW�&RP-
mittee.  

“Many hands make light work,” said Alfrida, and the ladies in 
WKHLU�¶JUXEELHV·�JRW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�WDVN�RI�FRPSOHWHO\�HPSW\LQJ�
the four storage bins, reorganizing, repacking 
���WLPHV���WR�ÀQDOO\�DFFRPSOLVK�WKHLU�JRDO��7KURXJK�KDUG�
work and skillful organization, the items were repacked 
into just two bins, (reduced from four), saving PAA more 

than $1000 in storage fees. Alfrida and Susan 
give hearty thanks to the helpful team for the 
heavy lifting, and good humor all brought to 
the project. The members who volunteered 
are: Erin McDonald, Rita Flynn, Sally 
Mann, Mia Dean, Sarah Culhane, 

Clara Igonda, Judy Whiting, 
Louise Ritchie and our fearless 

leader, Patsy Pinney.

   Getting ready for TS15���



1982

PAA’s 1st Treasure Sale  1957

FYI
-DQXDU\����������³��3DWURQ�0DLOLQJ�DW�/L]�*LOÀOODQ·V�

7KDQN�\RX�-HDQQLH�9DXJKQ�IRU�VWRULQJ�RXU�WUHDVXUHV�

APRIL 16th    PREVIEW PARTY
APRIL 17-19  TREASURE SALE

GET READY TO CELEBRATE 60 YEARS...OUR DIAMOND JUBILEE!

OUR DIAMOND JUBILEE IS ALMOST HERE!
%H�GD]]OHG�DQG�SURXG�DOO�\HDU�ORQJ�
 
 1955-2015

“PAA: the daredevils of the LA art funders.”
   Anne Bray, LA Freewaves

The Art Alliance (Pasadena came later) was founded in 1955 as a support group for 
the Pasadena Art Museum �QRZ�WKH�86&�3DFLÀF�$VLD�0XVHXP���,W�LV�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQW 
birthplace of our illustrious group and provided inspiration for the talented women who 
were our founding members.

We are thrilled to launch our 60th Anniversary celebration where it all began 
at 46 North Los Robles Avenue. We will joyfully and triumphantly return to the location on 
Friday, February 6th, to honoU�RXU�KLVWRU\�DQG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�D�ÀUVW�WLPH�HYHU�
(Heart) R Art exhibit that will showcase works produced by members and their families. 
Of course, there will be an incredible party worthy of our Diamond Jubilee. 
More details are in the works but save the date. If you need additional information right now, 
contact Diane Bedford and Barbara Maxwell, 
Exhibit Co-Chairs, and Betty Duker, Art Chair. 

5HFDOOLQJ�D�ELW�RI�RXU�KLVWRU\��RXU�ÀUVW�DUW�DXFWLRQV��D�EUDQG�QHZ�LGHD�DW�Whe time) were held 
)HEUXDU\�DQG�DOZD\V�IHDWXUHG�´9DOHQWLQHV�µ�7R�FRPPHPRUDWH�WKRVH�HDUO\�EHQHÀWV� we will 
feature a display of hearts purchased by our members at those early innovative, popular 
HYHQWV��,I�\RX�KDYH�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�VSHFLDO�YDOHQWLQHV�\RX·G�OLNH�WR�LQFOXGH��
contact Julie Ward, Valentine Chair.  

0HDQZKLOH��VDYH�WKH�GDWH��(YHU\RQH�LV�LQYLWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�RXU�
energy, friendship and success. The event is free, a gift to all of us for our hard 
work throughout these many years. 

We hope to see every member there on February 6th.  

Ann Barrett and Mary Alexander
60th Anniversary Co-Chairs

Susan Crawford and Alfrida King
Treasure Sale Co-Chairs

1982



wishing you and yours healthy happy merry joyous holidays
FYIS... THEN & NOW...

Kaholyn and Judy
MOCA 12.4.14

Kaholyn and Judy 
Treasure Sale 

Ou
r W

eb
sit

e is
 Ready...C

heck It Out�

1.  Go to www.pasadenaartalliance.org
2.  Click on Members tab on right of top toolbar.
3.  Where it says Exisiting Users Log In, type your
�� ÀUVW�LQWLWLDO�DQG�ODVW�QDPH��DOO�LQ�ORZHU�FDVH�
 Example: ppinney
4.  Your password is the year you joined and 
� 3$$��$//�833(5�&$6(���([DPSOH�������3$$
 Note: The year you joined is in the PAA roster,
� LI�\RX�IRUJRW����<RX�FDQ�FKDQJH�\RXU�SDVVZRUG
� RQFH�\RX�JHW�ORJJHG�LQ�DQG�DFFHVV�\RXU�SURÀOH�

Poke around and check it out.  This is just the beginning...

Kris Pilon and Patty Zuber, Web Coordinators

DATES TO KNOW...

January 12, 13, 14  Treasure Sale patron letter mailing
)HEUXDU\������������������+HDUWV��5�$UW�0HPEHU�3DUW\�	�([KLELW�#�86&�3DFLÀF�$VLD
)HEUXDU\���	�����������([KLELW�FRQWLQXHV
March 15            Winter Artifacts submital deadline
April 16  Treasure Sale Gala
April 17,18,19 Treasure Sale
May 11-15   Education Outside LA—Seattle  

Rita Flynn and Francine Cooper, Artifacts Co-Chairs
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