
Have you any Picassos, pots, pearls, or pianos that you no 
longer need?  Any pedestals, pottery, plasters, or plush 
furniture?  Any precious finery?  Anything, in fact, from ABC to 
XYZ that would quality as a treasure for the seventh annual 
Art Alliance Treasure Sale?   
Independent Star News, November 13, 1960, Ruth 
Billheimer 
 
We now know there have been THIRTY-TWO Treasure Sales, 
which means this (TS15) is the THIRTY-THIRD.  That must 
mean great CHARM … times eleven.  And there have been 
FORTY-TWO courageous, inventive, dynamic, gritty women 
who have served as Chairs:  singly, doubly or as a Troika.  
Quite a number have served more than once.  But the 
Ultimate Chair has to be Marsha Bohr who corralled the 
chaos FOUR different times!  And kudos to marvelous Mibs 
Wolfe who was the Design/Space Chair for TWENTY-SEVEN 
sales!  
 
The beginning of the Treasure Chest seems to have stemmed 
from a benefit called the June Jubilee held in June, 1950.  
Three organizations, including the Pasadena Art Museum, 
split the profits.  One or two were held until the Art Alliance 
officially took over in 1955.  Mrs. Ross Barrett (Rita) was the 
first Chair of the one day AA sale held December 1. 
Merchandise totaling $1700 was sold (gross or net we do not 
know). 
 
Liz Hanson, our first President along with Eudie Moore, read 
the following history at our 15th Anniversary: 



“Our next big push was the first Treasure Chest Sale, since so 
happily and frequently copied by sister groups in the art and 
related worlds.  This sale came about as a suggestion from 
 
 
Miss von Schlegel (Patsy Ault’s Aunt) who urged that we 
enlarge into a real project the little chest of treasures 
donated by friends of the Museum kept on the reception 
desk for an occasional sale.”  From small things big things 
one day come. 
 
So the sale was known as the Treasure CHEST Sale until the 
seventies when it was finally simplified to the Treasure Sale.  
For the first fourteen years it was held at the Pasadena Art 
Museum, but in 1972 it moved to a real HOUSE,  and the now 
well known organizational pattern of house, kitchen, library 
and dreaded garage was developed.  In 1987 no house could 
be found, so we looked to the sky and grabbed the 8th floor 
of the ARCO building at Pasadena Avenue & Union.  New 
members were assigned to the “attic” instead of the garage.  
In 1989 we held the sale (called the “Super Souk”) at Gene 
Burton’s on Lake Avenue and ever since then, we have 
occupied a variety of hard to secure buildings.  Really, the 
biggest challenge for any sale is location, location, location! 
  
Held almost annually until the 1980’s, it then became a 
biennial benefit alternating with the Art Auction until 1997 
when the hoped for bounty from Pasadena estates shrank, 
revenues declined, and members had given their all in both 
effort AND treasures.  But the myth of fun and good times 
and hilarity persisted, and so it was lovingly revived in 2002 
as “The Silver Anniversary Treasure Sale.”  Nobody really 



expected to make much money, but we did!  And everybody 
loved it!  So in 2007 a gigantic effort was made to bring this 
 
 
 legendary sale back to its former glory and we were 
triumphant!  Our sale in 2011 was equally successful and so 
here we are again ready to receive, transform and sell.  As a 
member once remarked, “We say we accept anything except 
pots and pans with last-night’s dinner in them.”  And since 
it’s our 60th Anniversary, we hope to get some diamonds as 
well. 
 
As is often noted, “It’s not really the Treasure Sale until 
someone cries.”  Could be from joy!   
 
  
   
 
 
       
 
 
 
 


